Margo Kane’s Talking Stick Road Show Review

Janet Rogers – Spoken Word Artist

Is a Mohawk writer from the Six Nations territory in southern Ontario; she began her creative career as a visual artist, and then began writing in 1996.

Since then, she continues to stretch her abilities as a writer working and studying in the genres of poetry, short fiction, science fiction, play writing and spoken word performance poetry.  

Her literary passions are her native heritage, feminism, historical territories, human love and sexuality and spirit. Janet has many anthology credits as a writer and receives many invitations to share her performance poetry all over North America. She began recording her poetry with music during a residency at the Banff Centre for the Arts and continues to create successful recorded collections of her work. 

In her words; 

“People ask me if I like to write, and I reply I have no choice.”

Margo Kane 

Internationally acclaimed Cree-Saulteaux performing artist, Margo Kane is the Founder and Artistic Director of Full Circle: First Nations Performance. For almost 40 years she has been recognized as a storyteller, dancer, singer, animator, choreographer, video and installation artist, director, producer, writer, community development worker and mentor. Moonlodge, her acclaimed one-woman show, an Aboriginal Canadian classic, has toured for over 10 years nationally and internationally. The Sydney Press (AU) during The Festival of the Dreaming praised it as being ‘in the top echelon of solo performance.’  She developed and runs the annual Talking Stick Festival and an Aboriginal Ensemble Performing Arts Training Program in Vancouver where she lives. 
She has received various awards, nominations and recognition for her performances for TV, film and stage. Her work with young people was recognized with the Canadian Achievement Award in 1991 from The Capitol Commission. More recently she has returned to the screen with principal roles in Dreamkeepers and Unnatural and Accidental, for which she won a BC Film LEO Award for Best Supporting Actress in the screenplay adaptation of Marie Clements play, The Unnatural and Accidental Women’.  She received the Inaugural Lorena Gale Woman of Distinction from UBCP – Union of BC Performers as well as a Jesse Theatre Award in Vancouver for Best Supporting Actress in Where the Blood Mixes, Kevin Loring’s Governor-General’s Award-winning play.

Gillian Thomson – Vocalist, Sister Says

Nominated "Best female Artist" in 2010 at the "Canadian Aboriginal Music Awards", Gillian Thomson is a force to be reckoned with. Original, jazzy and smoky, Gillian's alto voice is multi-faceted, just like her personality. Her background as a live singer dates back to the age of 16 when she was performing at all the major blues venues in Vancouver, Toronto and Winnipeg with her family band "Intellifunk". Currently she performs with her soulful pop band "Sister Says" with her brother throughout Vancouver and has toured Beijing, Toronto, Boston and New York with the band. Gillian can also be heard performing jazz standards with some of Vancouver's finest musician's throughout Vancouver.

Rob Thomson – Guitar, Sister Says

Multi talented and of Haida descent, Robert's diverse bass playing has seen him cross a variety of genres and styles playing with Sister Says (Soul), Intellifunk (R&B), Bitterly Divine (Rock) and One Human Race (African/World). Robert has toured across Canada, in the USA and China. During his travels Robert produced, performed, composed and garnered a number of film and TV credits. In 2010 Robert and his band Sister Says were nominated for two Canadian Aboriginal Awards for their album “The Only Way” and performed on the live show in Hamilton, Ontario.
Zaccheus Jackson Nyce – Slam Poet Artist

Raised by wolves since birth, Zaccheus Jackson Nyce came of age on the streets of Western Canada. Having battled through addiction, apathy and a nasty case of 'Virgo' - Zaccheus has twice been honored to represent Vancouver and Western Canada at the Individual World Poetry Slam, placing 26th in 2010. W/ over 5 years experience work-shopping @ high schools all across the Lower Mainland under the umbrella organization WordPlay, Zaccheus’ rapid-fire delivery, gritty street tales, intricate rhyme patterns and social criticism will leave you counting syllables in your sleep.

Barrie Nighswander, guitarist extraordinaire, began his career at an early age as co-founder of Tacoy Ryde. Versatility and technical prowess in his flawless playing make Nighswander an in-demand guitarist and session player. He has toured Canada extensively with Tacoy Ryde who has shared the stage with well-known Jamaican groups Third World Band and Steel Pulse. He has toured Germany with Cori Brewster and continues to perform with Big Hank and a Fist Full of Blues, Al Brant and The Broke Ensemble.

